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impatiently awaiting the arrival of the emancipating
Russians.

On the southern slopes of the Hindu-Kush, bordering
eastwards on Kashmir, south-eastwards on the Panjab,
are the territories of Kafiristan, Gilgit, Chitral, Swat, and
Chilas, which were hitherto conventionally supposed to
belong to Afghanistan. But Kafiristan has now been
effectively occupied by the Afghans, while the other
petty states have since 1893 been brought under the
British rule. The change has been caused partly by
internal disorders, partly by the movements of the
Russians in the Pamir region, which have obliged the
Indian authorities to establish a strong frontier in that
direction.

Of Kafiristan, " Land of the Infidel/' next to nothing
was known before Mr. G-. T. Robertson's expedition of
1889-90. In 1885 Sir W. Lockhart had crossed from
Chitral into the Upper Bashgul valley, returning by another
route after a stay of a few days in that district on the
north-east frontier. Later M'Nair visited the Kalash
territory, which, however, belongs to Ohitral and forms
no part of Kafiristan proper. Even Robertson's journeys
were confined to the eastern and central parts, comprising
the whole of the Bashgul basin and the Viron (Presun)
valley. But during a residence of over a year in the
country he was able to collect much accurate information
regarding its physical features, hydrographic system,
climate, vegetation, and inhabitants.

Kafiristan is bounded on the east by Ohitral and the
Chitral (Kunar) river valley, on the south and west by
Afghanistan proper, and on the north by the Hindu-
Kush, which is here crossed by the Mandal and some
other passes leading into Badakhshan at altitudes of over
15,000 feet. Towards Chitral the passes are lower, one
falling to 8400 between Utzun and G-urdesh, but still